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The Angelll among Us

WARM- UP o

What talents do you have? Please check the boxes showing

the talents you have.

[ ] playing the|[ ] speaking |[ ] designing |[ ] playing
piano/ several web pages basketball/
violin... languages baseball...

[ ] socializing |[_] painting/ |[_] reasoning |[ ] singing
with others drawing

[ ] Others







What was your life like when you were a child? How much do you
enjoy your life now as a teenager? Xin-ling Shen”, an ordinary Taiwanese
girl, has created more opportunities for others since she was a fourth
grader” through generosity® and sheer® determination.

5 Born into a very poor family, Shen was forced to travel around the
island constantly® with her parents, who earned® a living as night market
vendors’ in different cities. Because of her family’s unstable® lifestyle, she
never had the chance to go to preschool’. However, she took advantage of
every learning opportunity, such as learning words from shop signs she

10 saw on the road. When she became a fourth grader, she developed an

interest in computers. Even though her parents could barely'® make both

1. angel ['endzal] 4. sheer [[ir] 8. unstable [an'stebl]

* Xin-ling Shen 5. constantly 9. preschool [,pri'skul]
[ fmim fen] el 10. barely ['berli]

2. grader ['greda:] 6. earn [an]

3. generosity 7. vendor ['vende:]

[,dzena'rasati]
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ends meet, her mother sold her exquisite'' jade'* bracelet'” to buy Shen a
computer.

Shen turned out to be a computer whiz'®, acquiring vital computer
skills by reading computer books in bookstores for hours every day. She
learned to set up her own website at the age of twelve in order to help her
parents sell clothes online. Then she devised'” an online system to help
farmers promote their pomelos*. At that time, it was an innovative form of
farm produce’'® marketing in Taiwan. Later, numerous companies paid
Shen to design their web pages. By the time she was fourteen, she had used
her own abilities to accumulate” NT$1 million.

What would you do with this sum of money? Keeping all the money

for herself was the last thing Shen wanted to do. With her parents’

encouragement, Shen gave it all to charity. She developed the website

11. exquisite ['skskwizit] 14. whiz [hwiz] 16. produce ['pradus]

12. jade [dzed] 15. devise [dr'vaiz] 17. accumulate

'kjumjs,let
13. bracelet ['breshit] * pomelo ['pamalo] [ekjumya,let]
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ananedu.com so that children, especially poor children, could learn all the
school subjects online for free. Over three million people have visited this
website. It was first designed to serve students on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait'® and later a Cambodian® version'® was added. More amazingly,
Shen even hosted a free summer English camp for children from
disadvantaged®® families, all on her own. She planned the summer camp,
looked for appropriate®’ venues®, and invited teachers. She even had to
visit underprivileged®® families in person to convince the parents to send
their children to the camp. These tasks can easily overwhelm?® the average
fourteen-year-old girl. The hardship, however, did not deter® Shen’s will
because she wanted to give children the educational rights they had been
deprived™ of due to poverty.

In addition to her dedication®’ to education, Shen has always been
concerned about the grassroots™ society in Taiwan. She has developed her
photography skills by taking photos of those who are economically

disadvantaged. It is essential that she use such images to remind?® the rest

18. strait [stret] 27. dedication
[,dedo'ke [an]

22. venue ['venju]

* Cambodian
[keem'bodren ]

23. underprivileged

[.anda'prrvalidzd] * grassroots

['graes,ruts]

19. version ['va:zen] 24. overwhelm

20. disadvantaged
[ disad'vantidzd]

21. appropriate
[o'propryet]

[.ove'hwelm]
25. deter [dr'tz]

26. deprive [dr'prav]

28. remind [r1'maind]
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of the society of the contributions and the basic dignity of the poor. So far,
she has taken more than 250,000 pictures, adding her own footnotes® to
each of them. Her touching photographs
were on display in Beijing® during the
2008 summer Olympics®.

Shen never seems to lack ideas for
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making more contributions to the
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society. She has been described as an
angel to the underprivileged. Looking at
her, we can’t help wondering, “What

can we do for our society with our own

talents?”

Reading for the Main Idea

What is the main idea of “An Angel among Us”?

(A) Xin-ling Shen is an amazing Taiwanese girl because of what she
does.

(B) Xin-ling Shen accumulated a big fortune with her work.

(C) Xin-ling Shen made little contribution to the society.

29. footnote ['futnot] * Beijing [be'dzin] * Olympics [o'limpiks]



Reading for Details

1. Why did Shen have to travel around the island with her parents?
(A) Her parents enjoyed traveling to many different cities.
(B) Her parents wanted to run away from their debts.
(C) Her parents needed to work in different cities.

2. What was the first thing Shen sold online after she learned to set up a
website?
(A) Her grandfather’s pomelos.
(B) The clothes her parents were selling.
(C) Products imported from overseas.

3. What did Shen do with her first million dollars?
(A) She shot pictures for underprivileged children.
(B) She developed a free educational website, ananedu.com.
(C) She improved her family’s economic condition.

4. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as one of Shen’s
achievements?
(A) Shooting pictures of underprivileged people in order to speak for
them.
(B) Hosting a free English educational website for poor children.
(C) Singing and dancing on a TV show.

5. Why did Shen take pictures of the underprivileged?
(A) To show the contributions of the poor.
(B) To enter the 2008 Olympics.
(C) To display her computer talents.

Thinking Further about the Topic

1. What do you admire most about Shen? What do you think might have been the
most difficult thing for her when she was working on so many projects?

2. Are you aware of your own talents? What are they? How can you use your
talents to help others?
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Lesson The Angel among Us

{1 Vocabulary to Use
1. angel » n. [C] a good spirit, normally portrayed as a human being with
['end3zol] wings, also used to describe a very nice person % {# ; & A
If we pay close attention, we will find that we have a lot of
angels to help us in our lives.
2. grader » n. [C] usually used with an ordinal number to indicate his or her
['grede] class level at an elementary schoadl and a high schod ~ «----- F4R A
My son is a second grader now, and he has already learned
many Chinese words.
grade » n. [C] class level in a school  5-#&
[gred] Ms. Yang teaches students in the twelfth grade, which is a
job she enjoys very much.
3. generosity » n. [C] the quality of being kind; willing to give others one’s money,
[.dzenarasoti] time or help %%
We should really appreciate the generosity of charitable
organizations and volunteer workers.
4. sheer » adj. pure, extreme, total 57 284 ; -+ R 8
(] [t would be sheer foolishness to try to climb to the top of the
mountain tonight.
5. constantly » adv. very often; all the time  A¥ & 3, © R EfH

['kanstentlr]

. earn

[an]

. vendor

['venda-]

The little baby who is always ill is constantly crying.

» vt. to get money as payment for the work one does Bt 1% ; ##4%

How will you earn a living after you graduate?

» n. [C] someone who sells things on the street, but not in a shop

AR
Barbara buys most of her clothes from the street vendors
around her campus.
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10.

11.

1.2

13.

14.

15.

16.

. unstable

[an'stebl]

stable
['stebl]

. preschool »

[.pri'skul]

barely
['berlr]

bare
[ber]

exquisite
['ekskwizit]

jade

[dzed]

bracelet
['breslit]

whiz

[hwiz]

devise

[dr'vaiz]

produce
['pradus]

» adv. hardly; scarcely; almost not

» adjj. very beautiful and delicate

» n. [C] apiece of jewelry that is worn around one’s wrist

» n. [C] someone who has talents in a particular field

» adj. not firm or not likely to last; often implying that there are serious

problems

A& 8
People are worried about the unstable economy.

> adj. #6528 5 FEE W

If the foundations of a building are not stable, the building is
very likely to collapse when a powerful earthquake strikes.

AR A SLPT
Most kids go to preschool before they are old enough to go to
elementary school.

n. [C] schools for children aged three to six

KFT Rk
Although I studied very hard, I could barely pass the test.

b adj 4% 5 RIRG® S

All they had were the bare necessities of life.

W58
My brother thinks ladies who wear exquisite jewels look gorgeous.

» n. [U] aprecious, hard green stone that can be used to make jewelry

£
Jade is the favorite jewelry stone of Chinese women.

FHR
Lena always wears the bracelet that her husband gave her for her
birthday.

(X7 d)

HRAA
Tom is a whizat sports. He can play almost all kinds of'ball games.

» vt. to make or create a new plan, method, strategy ~ #£8f ; 3% 3

Someone devised a new way of talking on a phone without
holding it as you walk down the street.

» n. [U] agricultural products; food and other things that farmers grow

R S
This market is where local farmers sell their produce once a
week.



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

accumulate
[o'kjumjo, let]

accumulation
[a.kjumja'le fon]

strait
[stret]

version
['vazen]

disadvantaged »

[.dised'ventidzd]

advantaged
[ed'vaentrdzd]

appropriate
[o'propri,et]

venue
['venju]

» adj. proper; fitting

» n. [C] the place where an event takes place

Lesson |7/ The Angel among Us

» vt. vi. to callect or gather a large number of things over a period of

time R AR

We have accumulated a large amount of data in the past
few years.

Dust has been accumulating in the room for we don’t close
the window.

P [CU K% BEM

There is a great accumulation of books in this library.

The accumulation of fat and cholesterol will do great harm
to our body.

» n. [C] anarrow passage of water that joins two larger bodies of

water or seas gk
The political systems on the two sides of the Taiwan Strait
are very different.

» n. [C] a particular form of a work of art or literature, such as a

translation  pg A

The English version of this Chinese novel is scheduled to
be published next year.

adj. used to describe those who have a below-average standard
of living and education 5§ %44

This educational program is designed to help disadvantaged
children.

b oadj. B4

The new government decided to spend more of its budget
on less advantaged children.

B i hY
What are the appropriate remarks in each formal social
situation?

(F# -~ 478
HF0h) BN BAR

This hotel is a popular venue for romantic wedding
ceremonies.
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23;

24.

25.

26.

217.

28.

underprivileged
[.anda'privelidzd]

privilege
['prrvirds]

privileged
['priviidzd]

overwhelm
[[ova'hwelm]

deter
[dr'ta]

deprive
[dr'prarv]

dedication
[.deda'ke [on]

dedicate
['deda/ket]

remind

[rr’'maind]

» vt. to take something away from someone

» vt. to tell someone something so it will not be forgotten

aaj. without as many opportunities, possessions, or advantages

as average people 33 %44

The teacher has always been thinking about what she can
do to help underprivileged children.

> n [C.U] Heh 5 44k

Larry enjoys exercising his privileges as a special guest
of the general manager.

The royal family lives a life of privilege.

» adj. FAFHEH)

[tis undeniable that the privileged have more opportunities
than most people.

» vt. to totally overcome, confuse, exhaust, dominate or destroy

someone #XBL ; AEAR
Ellen changed to a new job and was quickly

overwhelmed by the workload.

» vt. (deter; deterred; deterred; deterring) to prevent something

from happening or prevent someone (a person or animal) from
finishing what he/she/it has started outto do  FH E
Nothing could deter Alice from achieving her goal.

H%
Children in poor countries are often deprived of
educational opportunities.

» n. [U] devotion; commitment; the effort one spends on

something 4+ &k
Thanks to your dedication to education, many poor
children now have a better chance to succeed.

RV & b

The old scientist dedicates himself to doing research on
DNA.

$e B2
Please remind me of my dental appointment tomorrow
morning.



Lesson 7/l The Angel among Us

29. footnote » n. [C] a note that is printed at the bottom of a page that gives more
['fut,not] detailed information 2% fi# ; 4l 730 A
If you don’t understand the meaning of the terms in this article,
you can refer to the footnotes at the bottom of the page.

u Vocabulary to Know
1. Xin-ling Shen ['fmlm 'fen] 2. (1989-) a Taiwanese girl from Yun-lin County 3% <

2. pomelo ['pamolo] n. [C] afrit like a grapefruit that matures in the fall, around the time
of the Mid-Autumn Festival 41

3. Cambodian [kem'bodien] #. [C] people from Cambodia 3 3 F8 A
adj. of or related to Cambodia s 3 7% 4%

4. grassroots ['gresruts] adj. the ordinary people in a community, a society or an

organization FLARAY 5 K@ 8y
5. Beijing [be'dzm] n. /C] the capital city of China b 7%

6. Olympics [o'limpiks] z2. the Olympics, the Olympic Games, an international sports event
held every four years ~ JLAK I 75 3% &

P 5
.. both) ends meet  to have just enough money to buy what you need  J& %
To live a stable life, a person must be able to make both ends meet first.
2. turn out to be  toprove to be somebody or something; to come to be known that
BRI KA

The piece of jewelry turned out to be a fake, which disappointed Janet.

3. due to  because of,owingto [H 4 ; dgaA
The death of many children in disadvantaged families is due to poor nutrition
and sanitation.

4. ispla shown in a place so that it can be seen by people  J& i~
The photographs on display were taken by a little girl.
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+ Prefix: Over- & Under-
over- and under- are two common prefixes attached to words. The prefix
over- means too much of something or more than usual or expected, while

the prefix under- means too little in degree, extent, amount, or rate.
over-/under- can be attached to verbs, adjectives, and nouns

& overachieve v underachieve v.
overestimate v. underestimate v.
overcharge v. undercharge v.
overdeveloped adj. underdeveloped ad.
overdressed adj. underdressed adj.
overexposed adj. underexposed adj.
overpopulated adj. underpopulated adj.
overachiever n. ¥ underachiever ».

to VR...

the last N
I. S:+bethelas {(that) S+ V..

1. Keeping all the money for herself was the last thing Shen wanted to do.

2. For Jane, Michael is the last man to get married to.
3. Larry is the last person we would choose as our representative.

Complete the sentences using the pattern above and the key words given.



1. Taking a test now is

n 7/ The Angel among Us

(Peter/do).

2. Michael is

(Betty/talk to).

3. Cheating on tests is

4. Global warming is

(Johnson/approve of).

(we/want).

5. Getting married is

(Ann/wish for).
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Rewrite each sentence using “S; + be the last N to VR.../S; + be the last N +
(that) S, + V...”

1. I like to watch movies but I hate horror movies. (movie)

4

2. There are so many cockroaches on earth. They will never become extinct.
(species)

>

3. Joseph is afraid of blood and doesn’t want to become a doctor, but his parents
force him to study medicine. (choice)

>

4. Sarah is good at English but poor at math; therefore, she will never major in
math. (subject)

>

5. Richard is rude and arrogant. No girls would want to marry him. (man)

»




Lesson |7/ The Angel among Us

[ )
| . Review:

[important
necessary
Itis + (essential | + that + S + (should) + VR...
urgent
vital
([suggest
recommend
S: + insist + that + S, + (should) + VR...
require
[demand , K

-
Examples|

1. It is essential that she use such images to remind the rest of the society of the
contributions and basic dignity of the poor.

2. It is important that every citizen understand the bill.

3. The experts suggest that the new government take action to lower the
unemployment rate as quickly as possible.

Combine the following sentences by using the patterns above.

1. This is essential.
The government’s position must be clearly understood.

2. This is urgent.
This car needs repairing. It couldn’t start.

3




3. This is vital.
We should reduce our carbon footprint in order to save the earth.

>

4. This is necessary.
John must quit smoking because his health is going from bad to worse.

D

5. This is important.
Today’s doctors should try their best to stop the spread of the deadly disease.

>

Complete the following dialogues using the pattern on the previous page.

1. Sean: My mother says that | have to finish my homework before she comes
back.
Jack: You had better do what she says, or she will be angry.

» Jack suggests that Sean do what his mother says (suggest).

2. Emily: I think this dress goes well with your new hairstyle. I think you should
buy it.
Winnie: | am thinking about buying it.
» Emily (recommend).

3. Joel: You must join us for dinner because we want to express our thanks to
you, and we won’t take “no” for an answer!
Joyce: OK, if you insist.
» Joel (insist).

4. Microsoft: If you want this job, you must have the necessary computer skills.
Simon: Although I haven’t acquired the skills yet, I will work hard to gain
them.
Microsoft: Sorry, we can’t hire you unless you already have the skills.

» Microsoft (require).
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5. Roger’s father: It’s ten o’clock. Go to bed now.
Roger: But [ am not tired, and [ don’t want to go to bed.
Roger’s father: Stop what you are doing and go to bed NOW.

» Roger’s father (demand).

» Who Is Your Angel?

In your life, there must be someone you want to show your thanks to. There
must be someone who has been there for you all the time. Write down the
name of that person and what you want to say to him or her on the card. You
don’t have to write down your name. After you are finished, give your card to

your teacher. All your cards will be attached to the bulletin board on the back
wall.
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EISTENING PRACTICE®

» The Grassroots

Listen to the passage and choose the correct answer.

1. (A) On a website.
(B) On the site of a battle.
(C) On a construction site.
(D) On a campsite.

2. (A) On the Internet.
(B) In a gallery.
(C) Atschool.

(D) In a library.

3. (A) The new government.
(B) Market vendors.
(C) Farmers.
(D) Workers.

4. (A) To add fun to her life.
(B) To improve her photography skills.
(C) To explore every corner of Taiwan.
(D) To speak up for these people.
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» Composition Writing: Letter Writing

/

Part I: Personal Letter

A personal letter can express thanks, congratulations, or extend an invitation.
You can also share family and school news, pass on interesting information,
describe what has been happening, or tell humorous stories.

I. Use the proper form of a letter:
Letters to friends, family, or relatives are informal letters. You can write in any
form you like. However, the following important elements should be included.

November 18, 2015

Dear Jack, Date in the upper right
— corner, acomma between

A greeting starts with | far im/iting " the day and the year
“Dear” and ends with

- acomma
WE oo rere v oo ool With yout friends. Atlowtide, wetryed

to dig out crabs. Those activities were so exciting that I will never

Ling, and rode ajet skitogetherin the sea.

forqet this weekend! Ireally appreciate your friendship. You are
lucky to Live in such an interesting A Message: state the

I hove that soon you will be able to purpose of your letter Wyain
for the wonderful time. Let's keep in tovien.

Closing such as Love,

| Postscript: something Sincerely, followed by Love,
| to add after the letter is P,

completed Mark
P.5. Attached are the photos I took. Signature
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I1. Use the proper format on the envelope:
The front of the envelope is shown below.

Stamp in the upper
right corner

mailing address in
the center

return address in the
~upper left corner

Task Write a personal letter to someone or a group of people. In the letter,
invite them to attend an annual fair in which your school clubs will be
introduced. It will take place next Saturday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Also write about what your club members have done to prepare for the
fair.

I. Decide the purpose of the writing task:
A. What are the key words of the task:
B. The purpose of the task: To write an invitation letter and to provide details
of your preparation.
I1. Begin brainstorming:
A. Use the “Five W’s” (who, what, when, where, and why) to provide basic
information for the setting.
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B. Think about some questions and answer them:

Questions to Think About Hints

(1) highlight the emotional tone

(2) name the event including date,
time, and place

(3) express your anticipation

(4) ask for a response

What should be included in an
invitation letter.

My parent,

Who will I invite?

What club do I belong to? Street Dance Club,
What will I present?

A talent show,

What will my club present?

(1) We have done our best to
improve our skills.

What is the central focus of my | (2) We want to make sure our hard

club’s presentation? work pays off.

(3) Though we were

Inspiring Quote

Letter-writing is the only device for combining solitude with good company.
By Lord Byron
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Talk about the photos. " .,

£ 314-15

Shen Xinling and
Her Photos

The pictures on these two pages show some of the working-class
people in Taiwan. Most of them are not rich and do not live comfortable
lives. Although they do not make much money, they still work hard every
day. A young woman who wants the public to pay attention to these
people started taking pictures of them in 2003. Her name 1s Shen Xinling.

The stories below are about two people in her pictures.

Story I

The man 1n this picture is a farmer
who works over 12 hours every day.
He only takes a day off on the first
day of Chinese New Year. The water
buffalo which helps him on the farm

now 1s his sixth in the past 50 years.

O 318 . Shen Xinling L
page B rich E68): 280 comfortable &F&#)

public A% (89) pay attention to Bl :5x® below #TE: % TH
water buffalo K4 working-class %5 TF#REY make money i

take a day off K—XiR Chinese New Year DEIFF



© 3-16-~17

Story II

The woman who 1s walking in the mud
makes a living by farming oysters. Her
fingers are covered with cuts from the
oysters' sharp shells. She does not mind
the cuts but sees them as gifts because
the oysters bring her money to raise a

family of seven.

So far, Shen Xinling has taken more than 250,000 photos of the
working-class people. All of the pictures are her way of showing

great respect to the hard-working people of this land.

£ 318
mud EEE  oyster %14 cover BEE : BE sharp #F8) : R
shell 4%  raise B85 : B8 : B8  respect H

make a living 4% farm &% mind N&E
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