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WARM- UP *

What talents do you have? Please check the boxes showing

the talents you have.

[ ] playing the speaking designing || | playing
piano/ several web pages basketball/
violin... languages baseball...

[] socializing |[_ painting/ |[_ reasoning [ ] singing

with others drawing

[ ] Others
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ﬁEADlNG SELECTIONS

What was your life like when you were a child? How much do you
enjoy your life now as a teenager? Xin-ling Shen”, an ordinary Taiwanese
girl, has created more opportunities for others since she was a fourth
grader” through generosity” and sheer' determination.

Born into a very poor family, Shen was forced to travel around the
island constantly® with her parents, who earned® a living as night market
vendors’ in different cities. Because of her family’s unstable” lifestyle, she
never had the chance to go to preschool”. However, she took advantage of
every learning opportunity, such as learning words from shop signs she

saw on the road. When she became a fourth grader, she developed an

interest in computers. Even though her parents could barely'” make both

1. angel ['endzsl] 4, sheer [[ir] 8. unstable [an'stebl]
* Xin-ling Shen 5. constantly 9. preschool [,pri'skul]
['finlin 'fen] ['kanstantli]
10. barely ['berli]
2. grader ['greda-| 6. earn [an]
3. generosity 7. vendor ['venda.]

[ dzena'rasati]
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Lesson [l The Angel among Us

ends meet, her mother sold her exquisite'’ jade'” bracelet™” to buy Shen a
computer.

Shen turned out to be a computer whiz™, acquiring vital computer
skills by reading computer books in bookstores for hours every day. She
learned to set up her own website at the age of twelve in order to help her
parents sell clothes online. Then she devised'® an online system to help
farmers promote their pomelos®. At that time, it was an innovative form of
farm produce'® marketing in Taiwan. Later, numerous companies paid
Shen to design their web pages. By the time she was fourteen, she had used
her own abilities to accumulate™ NT§$1 million.

What would you do with this sum of money? Keeping all the money

for herself was the last thing Shen wanted to do. With her parents’

encouragement, Shen gave it all to charity. She developed the website

11. exquisite [kskwizit] 14. whiz [hwiz] 16. produce ['pradus]

12. jade [dzed] 15. devise [dr'vaiz] 17. accumulate

[a'kjumija,let]
13. bracelet [bresin] * pomelo ['pamalo]
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ananedu.com so that children, especially poor children, could learn all the
school subjects online for free. Over three million people have visited this
website. It was first designed to serve students on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait’® and later a Cambodian® version'” was added. More amazingly,
Shen even hosted a free summer English camp for children from
disadvantaged™ families, all on her own. She planned the summer camp,
looked for appropriate”’ venues™, and invited teachers. She even had to
visit underprivileged®” families in person to convince the parents to send
their children to the camp. These tasks can casily overwhelm™ the average
fourteen-year-old girl. The hardship, however, did not deter* Shen’s will
because she wanted to give children the educational rights they had been
deprived™ of due to poverty.

In addition to her dedication”’ to education, Shen has always been
concerned about the grassroots™ society in Taiwan. She has developed her
photography skills by taking photos of those who are economically

disadvantaged. It is essential that she use such images to remind®* the rest

18. strait [stret] 22. venue ['venju] 27. dedication
_ Sl [ deda’ke [an]
* Cambodian 23. underprivileged
[ka:m'bodian | [ anda-'privalidzd] * grassroots
: ['grazs,ruts|
19. version ['vazan] 24. overwhelm
X “ »
20, diswvaritngad [ova'hwelm] 28. remind [r'maind)]
[ disad'vaentrdzd] 25. deter [di'ts]
21. appropriate 26. deprive [di'praiv]
[a'propruet]



Lesson 71 The Angel among Us

of the society of the contributions and the basic dignity of the poor. So far,
she has taken more than 250,000 pictures, adding her own footnotes™ to
each ofthem. Her touching photographs
were on display in Beijing® during the
2008 summer Olympics”.

Shen never seems to lack ideas for
making more contributions to the
society. She has been described as an
angel to the underprivileged. Looking at
her, we can’t help wondering, “What

can we do for our society with our own

talents?”

—“The Angel among Us" researched and written by Sarah Yang

@® OMPREHENSION CHECK

Reading for the Main Idea

What is the main idea of “An Angel among Us™?

(A) Xin-ling Shen is an amazing Taiwanese girl because of what she
does.

(B) Xin-ling Shen accumulated a big fortunc with her work.

(C) Xin-ling Shen made little contribution to the society.

29. footnote ['futnot] * Beijing [be'dzin] * Olympics [o'lmpiks]



 Reading for Details

1. Why did Shen have to travel around the island with her parents?
(A) Her parents enjoyed traveling to many different cities.
(B) Her parents wanted to run away from their debts.
(C) Her parents needed to work in different citics.

3]

. What was the first thing Shen sold online after she learned to set up a
website?
(A) Her grandfather’s pomelos.
(B) The clothes her parents were selling.
(C) Products imported from overseas.

3. What did Shen do with her first million dollars?
(A) She shot pictures for underprivileged children.
(B) She developed a free educational website, ananedu.com.
(C) She improved her family’s economic condition.

4. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as one of Shen’s
achievements?
(A) Shooting pictures of underprivileged people in order to speak for
them.
(B) Hosting a frce English educational website for poor children.
(C) Singing and dancing on a TV show.

5. Why did Shen take pictures of the underprivileged?
(A) To show the contributions of the poor.
(B) To enter the 2008 Olympics.
(C) To display her computer talents.

Thinking Further about the Topic

1. What do you admire most about Shen? What do you think might have been the
most difficult thing for her when she was working on so many projects?

2. Are you aware of your own talents? What are they? How can you use your
talents to help others?






